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CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 2051 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, TH 

SUBJECT: HTMS PINKLAO (HEMMINGER (DE-746)) 

REFS: (A) CINCPAC 050454Z JAN 74 (B) SECDEF 082101Z JAN 74 

1. 1 HAVE BEEN INFORMALLY NOTIFIED BY COMUSMACTHAI 
THAT THE PROPOSED GIFT OF PINKLAO TO RTG HAS HIT A 
SNAG IN WASHINGTON. AS INDICATED IN REF A, THIS 
PROPOSED GIFT WILL HAVE POSITIVE IMPACT ON US-RTG 
RELATIONS AT MINIMAL COST TO USG. I SUPPORT THIS PROPOSED 
TRANSFER WHOLEHEARTEDLY. AT THIS POINT IN TIME IT IS 
MOST DESIRABLE THA USG SHOW GOOD FAITH IN OUR SUUPORT OF 
RTG, ESPECIALLY IN LIGHT OF OUR LARGE MILITARY PRESENCE 
HERE IN THAILAND. 

2. ALSO, I STRONGLY RECOMMEND THE EXTENSION (5 YEARS) OF THE 
LOAN OF LST (EX-STONE COUNTY). 

KINTNER 
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